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Dear 
 
Thank you for your Environmental Information request dated 14th May 2025 for information about highway design
guidelines or standards. Please find attached the information you have requested.
 
I hope that this information is useful to you.
 
City of Doncaster Council estimates that it has cost £98.00 to respond to this request for information.
 
Reviewing any decisions made:
 
 If you are not happy with this reply you can ask us to review our response. To do this write to us within 40 working
days of receiving your response at the address below or email FOIAppeals@doncaster.gov.uk 
 
If you do not agree with the review decision you can apply to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) for a
decision about our compliance or otherwise with the Freedom of Information legislation. Contact details for the
ICO are: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9
5AF. www.ico.org.uk Telephone 0303 123 1113. 
 
Yours sincerely,
Sophie
 
Sophie Ormshaw
 
Information Governance Officer
Information Governance Team
Corporate Resources
City of Doncaster Council
Civic Office
Waterdale
Doncaster
DN1 3BU
 
Phone: 01302 735326
E-mail: sophie.ormshaw@doncaster.gov.uk
Web: http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/
 
Please treat the content of this e-mail as confidential. If you have received this e-mail and it is not addressed to you
please accept my apologies and inform me as soon as possible.
 

mailto:FOIAppeals@doncaster.gov.uk
http://www.ico.org.uk/
mailto:sophie.ormshaw@doncaster.gov.uk
http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/




Freedom of Information (FOI) Request



To: The Director / Head of Highways 

From: Matthew Moody, School of Architecture and Cities, University of Westminster

Email : w2028954@westminster.ac.uk 

Date: May 2025





Notes: These questions apply to both the development of new highways, such as those in residential estates, and the redevelopment of existing highways.



Question 1

What highway design guidelines or standards does the council use and where? 

(Please mark the appropriate box)

		Road / street type 

		Council’s own highway guidelines

		Council’s own highway standards

		DMRB[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Design Manual for Roads and Bridges ] 


		Manual for Streets

		Manual for Streets 2

		Other

(please specify)



		Arterial road

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		Distributor / connector road

		

		

		√

		

		√

		



		Relief / ring road

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		Avenue / boulevard

		√

		

		

		

		

		



		High / main street

		√

		

		

		√

		√

		



		Mixed-use street

		√

		

		

		

		

		



		Residential street

		√

		

		

		

		

		



		Rural roads and lanes

		√

		

		√

		

		

		



		Village street

		√

		

		

		

		

		







Comment

		

The standards the City of Doncaster Council use depends on the speed limit. Any road over 40mph, the City of Doncaster Council uses the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) as these are the most appropriate for high-speed roads within the SYRDG (South Yorkshire Residential Design Guide) and Manual for Streets for 40mph and below. 

















 

Question 2

If the council has its own documented / published highway design guidelines and/or standards, please provide a link or an electronic copy thereof.



Comment

		

The SYRDG (South Yorkshire Residential Design Guide) is the main document the City of Doncaster Council uses to assess the internal highway layouts within new developments. The design of the junction from these developments onto the adopted highway however, depends on the classification of the road it is joining onto.



Link to South Yorkshire Residential Design Guide













Question 3

Question 3

How does the council classify its road / street network?

(Please mark the appropriate box)

		

		Arterial, distributor / connector, access / local (or similar)



		

		



		

		Avenue, main street, high street, mixed-use, residential, mews (or similar)



		

		



		x

		Other, please specify:







Comment

		Please see below. 
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Question 4

For the following aspects of Manual for Streets and Manual for Streets 2, please select the most appropriate option:

(Please mark the appropriate box)

		

		Required by Council

		Encouraged by Council

		Permitted by Council

		Discouraged by Council

		Prohibited by Council

		Not applicable



		LAYOUT AND CONNECTIVITY



		Permeable or connected street layouts

MfS: 4.2.3 / MfS2: 1.2; 2.5

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		Direct frontage access on 30mph roads with up to 10 000 vehicles per day (e.g. distributor / collector roads in built up areas)

MfS: 4.2.3; 7.9 / MfS2: 9.10

		

		

		

		√

		

		



		CARRIAGEWAYS



		20mph design speeds or lower for residential streets

MfS: 7.2; 7.4.2 

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		20mph design speeds for streets with significant pedestrian activity, such as high streets or main streets 

MfS2: 8.2

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		30mph design speeds or lower for other streets in urban areas 

MfS2: 8.2

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		MfS recommended horizontal alignment[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Parameters for horizontal curves, including minimum desirable curve radii.] 


MfS2: 8.3

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		MfS recommended stopping sight distances

MfS: 7.5 / MfS: 10.1 - 2

		√

		

		

		

		

		



		Restricted forward visibility to reduce vehicle speeds

MfS: 7.8 / MfS2: 10.3

		

		

		

		√

		

		



		MfS recommended junction visibility splays

MfS 7.7 / MfS2: 10.4 - 7

		√

		

		

		

		

		



		MfS recommended carriageway and lane widths 

MfS: 5.2.4; 7.2 / MfS2: 8.6

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		JUNCTIONS AND CROSSINGS



		Tight corner radii at side / minor road junctions (under 2m)

MfS: 6.3.12 – 13 / MfS2: 9.3.14;9.4.10 – 13; 9.8.6

		

		

		

		√

		

		



		Tight corner radii at other junctions (under 6m)

MfS2: 9.4.10

		

		

		

		√

		

		



		On streets with low traffic flows and speeds, large vehicles, such as bin lorries, can use the full carriageway width to turn (i.e. cross into the oncoming lane)

MfS: 6.8.1; 6.3.13 / MfS2: 9.4.11

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		Pedestrian crossings placed on or close to the desire line

MfS: 6.3.9; 6.3.12; 7.3.6 / MfS2: 9.3.2

		

		√

		

		

		

		



		Side road entry treatments (e.g. raised crossings across the mouth of minor road junctions, preferably on the pedestrian desire line) 

MfS: 6.3.15; 6.3.16 / MfS 2: 9.3.14

		

		

		

		√

		

		



		Departures from conventional DMRB roundabout designs, such as compact, continental-style or mini-roundabouts

MfS: 7.3.12 – 16 / MfS2: 9.6 - 7

		

		

		√

		

		

		



		Use of crossroads at junctions

MfS: 7.3.8 / MfS2: 9.4.4 – 5

		

		

		

		√

		

		



		PEDESTRIAN NEEDS AND FOOTWAYS



		A minimum footway width of 2m 

MfS 6.3.22 - 23

		

		√

		

		

		

		



		At vehicle crossovers, footways with at least a 900 mm minimum width at normal footway crossfall (2.5% max.)

MfS: 6.3.28 – 30 / MfS 2: 9.4.14-15

		

		√

		

		

		

		







Comment

		

When assessing new entrances as part of a planning application from the adopted highway into any new residential/industrial development, then it is very difficult to have a one fit all situation, which the above questions are guiding you to answer as such. There are not two roads the same and all roads have different issues that need consideration, which requires engineers to exercise a degree of local judgement, not covered within the options above and the reason why answers have been ticked for Discouraged and Permitted. Most of the City of Doncaster Council is situated within rural settings and is why we put a great deal of importance on visibility and stopping sight distances.    
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From:  
Sent: 14 May 2025 10:57
To: 
Subject: Freedom of Information Request
 
T o  w h o m  it  m a y  c o n c e r n ,  P le a s e  f in d  a t t a c h e d  a  f r e e d o m  o f  in f o r m a t io n  r e q u e s t  in  b o t h  W o r d  a n d  P D F  f o r m a t s .  P le a s e  c a n  y o u  r e t u r n  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h is  e m a il a d d r e s s :  w 2 0 2 8 9 5 4 @ w e s t m in s t e r . a c . u k  K in d  r

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization. Allow sender
s o p h o s p s m a r t b a n n e r e n d

To whom it may concern,
 
Please find attached a freedom of information request in both Word and PDF formats.
 
Please can you return the responses to this email address: 
 
Kind regards,
 

.

mailto:w2028954@westminster.ac.uk
https://mail-cloudstation-eu-west-1.prod.hydra.sophos.com/mail/api/xgemail/smart-banner/05fdaf5a468060b75dd078446133aa55

